COLLAPSIBLE SADDLE BOX 


Field of the Invention 

[001] This invention relates in general to storage containers for use in the bed of a 
pickup truck or other vehicle having an open load-carrying area defined between a pair of 
spaced sidewalls and, in particular, to such a storage container which is collapsible to 
facilitate shipment and is readily erectable upon arrival at the delivery site. 

Background of the Invention 

[002] The use of storage boxes carried by the sidewalls of a pickup truck is well 
known. Boxes of this type generally have a single or two-part lid which opens about a 
hinged axis extending substantially the length of the storage box enabling the lid to pivot 
upwardly for access to the box interior. These boxes, however, can be configured in 
various manners to suit the user's purposes such as by having interior shelves and/or 
cabinet-like doors which open outwardly to provide access to the storage box interior. 

[003] While certain of these saddle box storage containers are fixably mounted to a 
forward portion of the pickup truck bed adjacent to the truck cab, it has been found that 
the access to and, therefore, the usage of the saddle box is far more convenient when the 
saddle box can be moved from a forward position adjacent to the truck cab to the rear 
most portion of the pickup truck bed adjacent to the tailgate. To this end the inventor of 
this invention has patented a mounting fixture for a truck bed, U.S. Patent No. 6,1 16,673, 
which enables a slidably mounted storage container to be readily moved along the 
sidewalls of the pickup truck throughout the length of the bed. While the present 
invention is not intended to be limited to its use with the inventor's mounting fixture 
disclosed in his prior patent, the saddle box of the present invention may incorporate and 
be used with such a sliding structure. Accordingly, the disclosure of U.S. Patent No. 
6,1 16,673 is incorporated herein by reference. 
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[004] Storage boxes of this type, commonly referred to as saddle boxes, are supported 
on the sidewalls of the pickup truck bed and extend downwardly into the bed space to 
provide a greater depth of storage within the open space defined by the pickup truck bed. 
Such boxes must be of a size sufficient to meet the storage demands of the user, while 
being strong enough to support heavy loads carried within while supported from the 
sidewalls of the pickup bed. In addition, protection of the items contained within the 
storage box requires that the storage box prevent water, snow, dirt and other 
environmental borne contaminants from entering the box interior. 

[005] Because such storage boxes are large, extending a length sufficient to overlie the 
pickup truck bed sidewalls from which the box is supported, and a maximum depth 
substantially equal to the depth of the pickup truck bed, shipping such storage boxes from 
the manufacture to wholesalers, distributors, retailers or an ultimate consumer has been 
very difficult and in many cases economically prohibitive. While shipments from a 
manufacturer to a distributor or wholesaler can be accomplished by the economies of 
scale by shipment of a large number of units to a single particular location, the costs of 
such shipments of large quantities of storage boxes can be further reduced by the present 
invention. For example, in international and trans continental shipment pre-sized 
containers are used, into which product is loaded for shipment. The present invention 
significantly increases the number of storage boxes which may be shipped in such 
containers and, thereby, decreases the per unit cost of shipment. In addition, shipments 
of small orders to a retail establishment or a single unit to a particular consumer are not 
economically feasible. Accordingly, direct sale from the manufacturer to a consumer, 
and the attendant cost savings to the consumer, have not heretofore been possible because 
such boxes do not meet the size requirements of the major parcel shipping services such 
as United Parcel Service. Saddle boxes are considered freight and consequently must be 
shipped by motor freight at a significant additional cost in addition to the price of the 
saddle box storage container. 
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[006] The present invention is intended to overcome the problems associated with the 
cost of shipping such storage containers from the manufacturer, and permits saddle box 
storage containers to be shipped by the major parcel shipping services. 


Brief Description of the Drawings 

[007] Features of the invention, together with additional advantages contributing thereto 
and accruing therefrom, will be apparent from the following description of a preferred 
embodiment of the invention which is shown in the accompanying drawings with like 
reference numerals indicating corresponding parts throughout, wherein: 

[008] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a saddle box storage container of the present 
invention in an erected condition prior to being collapsed for shipping or erected from a 
collapsed position after receipt at the shipping destination; 

[009] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the saddle box of Fig. 1 in a collapsed condition 
ready for shipment or as received after shipment to the point of destination; 

[0010] Fig. 3 is an enlarged end view of the saddle box illustrated in Fig. 1 with portions 
broken away to better illustrate the manner in which the saddle box appears prior to being 
collapsed for shipment or after being erected at the point of destination; 

[001 1] Fig. 4 is an enlarged end view of the saddle box as illustrated in Fig. 2 with 
portions broken away to better illustrate the manner in which the saddle box is collapsed 
to comply with shipping requirements; 

[0012] Fig. 5 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the invention having cabinet 
style doors and shelves; and 
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[0013] Fig. 6 is a planar view of a portion of a carriage/roller unit and slide system for 
use with the invention. 


Detailed Description of a Preferred Embodiment 

[0014] Referring now to Fig. 1, there is illustrated a collapsible saddle box 100 
comprising an upper portion 20 and a lower portion 30. The upper portion 20 comprises 
a pair of sidewalls 22 extending parallel to each other and of a length sufficient to extend 
the width between the sidewalls of a pickup truck from which the saddle box 100 is 
suspended. Preferably, the sidewalls 22 will extend a distance beyond the interior width 
of the pickup truck bed to enable the saddle box to be supported there between to be used 
with "narrow" or "wide" bed pickup trucks. A pair of spaced parallel end walls 23 define 
the width of the saddle box and form a perimeter for the upper portion 20. A top 24, 
having beveled edges 25, is used to cover the open top of the upper portion 20 and may 
be pivotally connected to the top of one of the sidewalls 22, if desired. A suitable seal 
(not illustrated) is formed between the top 24 and the top of the upper portion 20, to 
prevent entry of environmental contaminants such as rain or snow or dust, into the saddle 
box interior. 

[0015] A bottom 26 of the upper portion 20 includes a frame 27, and closes the interior 
of the upper portion 20 except for an opening formed therein through which the lower 
portion 30 of the saddle box may be collapsed into the interior of the upper portion 20 to 
facilitate shipping. To this end, the frame 27 of the upper portion 20 of the saddle box, 
best illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4, is formed with an inwardly turned lip 28 which extends 
along each one of the four sides which form the frame 27. The lip 28 extends both 
inwardly and upwardly towards the interior of the upper portion 20 to form one part of a 
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complementary-shaped support by which the lower portion 30 is suspended from the 
upper portion 20 when the lower portion 30 is moved outwardly from the interior of the 
upper portion 20 when the saddle box is erected after shipment. A pair of releasable 
locks 29 are carried by the upper portion 20 to releasably secure the top 24 closed to 
maintain the integrity of the interior and contents of the saddle box 100. 

[0016] The lower portion 30 of the collapsible saddle box 100 comprises a pair of 
sidewalls 32 extending parallel to each other and of a length sufficient to fit between the 
sidewalls of a pickup truck. When the collapsible saddle box 100 is intended for use with 
a slide system such as disclosed in the inventor's U.S. Patent No. 6,1 16,673, the width 
and depth of the lower portion 30 is sized to fit between or over the rear wheel coverings 
as illustrated in the referenced patent. A pair of spaced parallel end walls 33 define the 
width of the saddle box 100 and in combination with the sidewalls 32 form a perimeter 
for the lower portion 30. A bottom wall 36 closes the bottom of the lower portion 30. 
The top of the lower portion 30 is formed by upper edges of the sidewalls 32 and end 
walls 33, and is open. The upper edge perimeter of the lower portion 30 includes an 
outwardly turned lip 38 which extends along each one of the four sides of the lower 
portion 30 and is turned both outwardly and downwardly to form a second part of a 
complimentary- shaped support by which the lower portion 30 is suspended from the 
upper portion 20 when the lower portion 30 is moved outwardly from the interior of the 
upper portion 20 such as when the saddle box 100 is erected after shipment. The length 
of the sidewalls 32 and width of the end walls 33 are sized to permit the lower portion 30 
to be telescoped into the interior of the upper portion 20 for shipment, and to cause the 
two complimentary-shaped lip portions 28 and 38 to engage when the saddle box 100 is 
erected. 

[0017] While the embodiment of the saddle box 100 illustrated in Figs. 1-4 does not 
utilize cabinet-style doors, in the alternative embodiment illustrated in Fig. 5, the lower 
portion 30 of the saddle box 100 includes a cabinet-style door 52 formed in the face of 
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one of the sidewalls 32 of the lower portion 30. The cabinet-style door 52 can be of the 
hinged type as illustrated, or a sliding type as illustrated, by reference numeral 53. In 
addition, the interior of the lower portion 30 may include shelves 54, depending upon the 
purpose for which the saddle box 100 is to be used. As illustrated in Fig. 6, a 
carriage/roller unit 40 can be secured to the collapsible saddle box 100 to enable the 
saddle box to be utilized in a slide system 21 such as that of the inventor's prior U.S. 
Patent No. 6,116,673. 

[0018] While this invention has been described in the specification and illustrated in the 
drawings with reference to preferred embodiments, the structures of which have been 
disclosed herein, it will be understood by those skilled in the art to which this invention 
pertains that various changes may be made and equivalents may be substituted for 
elements of the invention without departing from the scope of the claims. Therefore, it is 
intended that the invention not be limited to the particular embodiments disclosed in the 
specification and shown in the drawings as the best modes presently known by the 
inventors for carrying out this invention nor confined to the details set forth, but that the 
invention will include all embodiments modifications and changes as may come within 
the scope of the following claims: 
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